Brief  history of the patient (Mrs Dipa Sen)

Mrs Dipa Sen, was diagnosed with cancer of the colon in July 97. She was operated at the Breach Candy Hospital on the 5th of August  1997. The histology of the operated section showed the presence of one positive node and hence she was advised chemotherapy of six cycles of 5 FU.

The first cycle of chemotherapy of 5 Fu was administered in September 1997. Each subsequent cycle was administered every three weeks till the month of November 97. After the third cycle in November, the scan results indicated that the disease had reappeared in the liver with some minor spots. Thus in December the dosage of 5Fu was intensified to be administered with Mytomycin.

However the disease continued to grow even after the modified dosage and the chemotherapy drug was modified again. It was recommended to administer Cisplatin for 3 cycles for every three weeks. However after 2 cycles of Cisplatin, the patient fell ill due to severe flexural expansions of the liver lesions and neutropenia and had to be hospitalized. The general condition of the patient detoriated to the extent that no further administration of Cisplatin was possible. It was decided to review the case after a month till her general condition improved for further chemotherapy..

During this month the lesions in the liver grew to a size of  6.5 cms x 6.2cms. This was in April 98. It was estimated that this was a life threatening condition and the life expectancy of the patient was stated to be less than 12 weeks. No drug available in India was considered effective in this condition. It was at this point CAMPTO –100 mg was recommended as a life saving drug. The drug is neither manufactured nor marketed in India. It is manufactured only by Rhone Poulenec Rorer, UK .  Nine vials of the said drug was prescribed. The drug was to be administered in three cycles of  three vials each every three weeks.

The formalities for importing the drug took nearly a month and the first cycle of CAMPTO-100mg was administered on 16th MAY 98. The other two cycles were administered with a three week interval on the 7th of June 1998  and the on the 27th of June 1998 respectively. The last report indicates that the liver lession has grown to 7.7x6.4cms. Thus, with the administering of CAMPTO-100mg  the rate of growth of the disease has been retarded. 

The patient  was operated in August 1997 by Dr Praful Desai at the Breach Candy Hospital. Her post operative treatment of chemotherapy has been done by Dr S.H. Advani (Chief , division of medical oncology at the Tata Memorial Hospital). All her chemotherapy cycles have been administered at the Breach Candy Hospital by the resident doctor of Breach Candy, (Dr Jog) under the supervision and guidance of Dr Advani. Her medical tests have been done at  Breach Candy Hospital, Lilavati Hospital and also at Tata Memorial Hospital.
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(Husband of the patient)

